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From law to astronomy with thanks to...

DICK HUNSTEAD ANNE GREEN




ATNF Vacation Program 1999/2000




The 2 body challenge

ME HUSBAND

Have PhD, can travel Have MBBS, can’t travel




Bolton Postdoctoral Fellowship
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GLOBAL JET WATCH

School girls join study to understand black
holes and the birth of stars

Black holes are some of the most bizarre objects in the universe. They can have as much mass as a
billion stars combined. How did they form and how did they get so big?

“What are they doing to the galaxies in which they live?"” asks Dr Ilana Feain of the CSIRO’s
Australia Telescope National Facility.

This is one of the biggest questions facing astronomers in the 21st Century. The 29-year-old
astronomer will use her L'OREAL Australia For Women In Science Fellowship in her quest for an
answer to this question.

And she is enlisting two Australian girls’ schools to contribute to a 24/7 program to observe a
‘nanoquasar’ and its associated black hole some billion billion kilometres from Earth.
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Payne-Scott Award — best practice

Probing the Radio Continuum
Universe with SKA Pathfinders

sWorkshop: 21 - 25 February 2011, Leiden, the Netherlands
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The 2.5 body challenge

Working part time

Daycare on specific days only

Days off with a sick child

Difficulty traveling due to husband’s career
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Astrophysics research scientist
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Succeeding in astronomy with a non-traditional career path

Support from a mentor
» Self confidence, career aims
Support from your institution
 Flexibility, part-time hours, onsite daycare
 Times have changed
» Wikis, video-con, Skype, EVO, etc
 Australian astronomy is well positioned
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